Between January 1990 and March 1991, serum samples were collected from commercial and emerging herds in nine districts ( The sera were kept at -20 C until required for testing.
The antigens and indirect immunofluorescence assay used in the present study were as described by Morita (5) . In brief, Vero-E6 cells infected with ZH548-M12 strain of RVF virus were used as antigen. The sera showing titers higher than 1:16 against the antigen were considered as positive. Table I shows the districts sampled, the numbers of herds and individual cattle within these herds tested in each district and the results of the testing. A total of 1,421 individual cattle in 32 herds were tested for RVF in all the nine sample districts. All the tested herds in six districts and five out of six herds in Choma, three out of six in Chingola, two out three in Chipata districts were positive to RVF. Altogetehr, 147 individual cattle (10.5%) in 27 herds (88.9%) tested were positive for RVF. Field observations as well as farmer responses indicated that the tested herds in Kabwe, Lusaka, Solwezi, Mongu and Mansa districts were located adjacent to flood plains and/or dambos and grazed in and around these geographic features. (Dambos are shallow streamless depressions that can be seasonally waterlogged and are grass-covered) (5a). All the positive herds had a history of abortion and still-birth although they had annual vaccination programs against bovine brucellosis.
Zambia is composed of nine provinces and the current study included at least one district from each province. These districts are important livestock production centers in these provinces although the productivity is low (6) . The results indicate that RVF exits in all the districts studied, implying that the disease may have a country-wide distribution.
The results also indicate high positive rates (100% herd rate and greater than 10% individual cattle rates) in the Kabwe, Lusaka, Solwezi, Mongu and Mansa districts. These districts are characterized by the presence of either large flood plains and/or dambos and the positive herds were located adjacent to and grazed within and around these features. The results, therefore, suggest that these geographic features may be significant in the distribution and epidemiology of the disease in this country. Previous publications on the status of RVF in the Chisamba, Mazabuka and Lusaka areas expressed the belief that the disease is endemic in these areas (2, 5, 7, 8) . The results of the present studies seem to strengthen the previous reports and suggest that RVF could be endemic throughout most of the cattle producing parts of the country. Any future attempt to study the epidemiology and impact of the disease in Zambia should, therefore, involve samples that would represent the whole country. 
